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Over the last decades, Comparative Theology has established itself in varying
methodological ways of searching for Truth while considering the reality and plurality of
religions. Although Comparative Theology can be a confessional or non-confessional
endeavor, most protagonists and theorists of Comparative Theology have been Western
Christians. This could lead to the conclusion that Comparative Theology is in fact
a Christian undertaking and implicitly or explicitly bound to conceptions like
Christology. Furthermore, it could be argued that in the West there is a certain asymmetry
of power in the discourse between religions when the parameters of Comparative Theology
are defined mainly by Christian theologians. Speaking about Islamic Comparative Theology
could be misunderstood as an apologetic questioning of the status quo in Comparative
Theology. It could also be understood as a postcolonial label to ‘deconstruct’ Comparative
Theology. But two developments in Germany over the last decade have created a need to
speak about Islamic Comparative Theology. First, the establishment of Institutes of Islamic
Theology at German universities, part of a greater political and academic project to
configure Muslim participation in German society, means that a new generation of young
Muslim theologians have been socialized within the German academic framework and
formulate their beliefs as an intrinsic articulation of their German Muslim identity. Second,
Christian-Muslim engagement on certain theological questions within Comparative
Theology has paved the way to problematize and ask about the possibilities and limits of a
genuinely Islamic Comparative Theology. This conference aims to be the first step to
programmatically and conceptionally explore the possibility of a genuinely Islamic
>omparative Theology.




g%lgm Schedule

4.00-430pm Check-in and Warm-up
Inquiries / technical explanations
Reception for participants and speakers

4.30 -5.00 pm Greeting{?
Prof. Dr. Volker Peckhaus, Dean of Faculty of
Arts and Humanities

Introduction and opening remarks
Zishan Ghaffar and Idris Nassery

5.00-5.45 pm The History of Comparative Theology on
Christian-Muslim relations
Keynote: Klaus von Stosch (Bonn, Germany)

5.45-6.30 pm Plenary Discussion

6.30 pm Dinner

03/12
SATURDAY

8 am Breakfast

Conceptualizing and systematizing Islamic Comparative Theology

9.00-10.00 am Speaker: Muna Tatari (Paderborn, Germany)
Response: Abdul Rohman Mustafa (Paderborn,
Germany)

10.00 -11.00 am Speaker: Ufuk Topkara (Berlin, Germany)
Response: Aaron Langenfeld (Paderborn,
Germany)

11.00 am Coffee Break




gi{rll%RDAY Schedule

Islamic Comparative Theology from the perspective of Quranic

exegesis
11.30-12.30 pm Speaker: Zishan Ghaffar (Paderborn, Germany)
Response: Pim Valkenberg (Washington, USA)
12.30 -1.30 pm Speaker: Vahid Mahdavi Mehr (Qom, Iran)
Response: Marianne Moyaert (Amsterdam,
Netherlands)
1.30 pm Lunch

Islamic Comparative Theology from the perspective of Islamic
law

2.30-3.30 pm Speaker: Idris Nassery (Paderborn, Germany)
Response: Joshua Railston (Edinburgh, UK)
3.30-430pm Speaker: Hakki Arslan (Muenster, Germany)
Response: Ahmad Atif Ahmad (Santa Barbarg,
USA)
4.30 pm Coffee Break

Islamic Comparative Theology from the perspective of religious

education
5.00 - 6.00 pm Speaker: Fahimah Ulfat (Tubingen, Germany)
Response: Jan Woppowa (Paderborn, Germany)
6.00-7.00 pm Speaker: Naciye Kamcili-Yildiz (Paderborn,

Germany)
Response: Monika Tautz (Cologne, Germany)
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SUNDAY Schedule

8 am Breakfast

Islamic Comparative Theology and Gender

9.30-10.30 am Speaker: Dina El Omari (Muenster, Germany)
Response: Saida Mirsadri (Zurich, Switzerland)
10.30-11.30 am Speaker: Jerusha Tanner Rhodes (New York,
USA)
Response: Anja Middelbeck-Varwick (Frankfurt,
Germany)
11.30-12.00 am Final remarks

12.00 am Lunch/End of conference




Notes




Speaker

KLAUS VON STOSCH

Klaus von Stosch has been Schlegel-Professor for Systematic
Theology and head of the International Center for
Comparative Theology and Social Issues at the Catholic
Theological Faculty of Bonn since 2021. In his doctorate at
the University of Bonn in 2001, he dealt with the relationship
between faith and reason in Wittgenstein's late philosophy,
and in his habilitation at the University of Miinster in 2005
with God's actions in the world. Since 2005 his main research
focus has been on comparative theology and
Muslim-Christian relations. He has published extensively on
this topic and carried out numerous research projects of his
own.



Speaker

MUNA TATARI

Muna Tatari is a scholar of Islam and a professor of Islamic
theology at the University of Paderborn. She studied at the
University of Hamburg with a minor in Religious Education.
She completed her doctorate at the University of Paderborn
with a dissertation on justice and benevolence in the
divine-human relationship. Since 2020 she has been a
member of the German Ethics Council, the first Muslim
ippointed to this body.

Response

ABDUL RAHMAN MUSTAFA

Abdul Rahman Mustafa is a postdoctoral fellow at the Center
for ComparativeTheology and Cultural Studies. He obtained a
bachelor of laws from the London School of Economics, a
masters in Modern History from the University of Oxford and

a Ph.D. in Arabic & Islamic Studies from Georgetown |
University. He is currently working on a project on the
relationship between Islamic law and theology.
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