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This information sheet is intended to help understand needed legal requirements1 and to-dos/actions to successfully complete a 
kumulative Promotion (article-based/cumulative dissertation). 
 
In order to prevent possible copyright conflicts after publication, it is recommended to consider the following points, especially 
point 4, before publication of the first article. 
 
Firstly, a brief summary of the Promotionsordnung: what is required to successfully complete a kumulative Promotion 
in Psychology2? 
 

1. Components of a kumulative Promotion: at least three articles as lead author (!) as well as one synopsis 

(Promotionsordnung, § 9, section 5a and c). 

2. Initiation of the Promotionsverfahren (final phase of the PhD process): At this point, at least one of the three 

articles must have been verifiably accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal or must already have 

been published. In addition, at least two other articles must have been submitted for peer-review in a peer-

reviewed journal. In case of joint authorship, the doctoral candidate's own share must be stated (Promotion-

sordnung, § 9, section 5). 

3. Disputation (thesis defense) (Promotionsordnung, § 17) 

4. Publication of the dissertation: all parts of the dissertation (articles and synopsis) must be published.3 

a) The synopsis is to be submitted to the university library in electronic form (Promotionsordnung § 20, section 

2). 

b) Articles which have not been published are to be published after the conclusion of the PhD process (i.e. af-

ter the Disputation) (Promotionsordnung § 9, section 5a).  

c) The publication of all articles has to take place within one year after the Disputation. The Promotionsauss-

chuss (PhD board) may extend the time limit upon justified request (Promotionsordnung § 20, section 3). 

d) If changes are made to the version of the dissertation submitted to the Promotionskommission (PhD com-

mittee), they must be checked by a reviewer of the dissertation thesis. The result must be presented to the 

Promotionsausschuss and approved by the chairperson of the Promotionsausschuss (Promotionsordnung § 

20, section 1, sentence 3). 

                                           
1 cf. Promotionsordnung (PhD regulations) of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities for the subject Psychology as of July 10 th 2020 
2   Please note that the requirements in other subjects, e.g. Educational Science, differ. 
3 There is a potential for misconceptions and/or omissions in regard to the content stated under point 4. As the issuance of the 
doctorate certificate (see point 5) depends on the appropriate publication, it is recommended to inform yourself about publication 
possibilities at an early stage, i.e. before submitting the first article. 
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5. Receiving the PhD certificate (Promotionsordnung § 21, section 2): Only after all these steps have been 

completed (i.e. including the complete publication of all parts of the dissertation), the official doctorate certif-

icate can be awarded. 

The below recommendations can be made following the importance of point 4 of the above summary: 
 

• In general: Take personal responsibility for ensuring your own course of action, considering 

a) The current Promotionsordnung of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities (current version: July 10th 2020), 

b) The regulations of the university library, 

c) The regulations of the selected journals/publishers regarding their copyright. 

 

• The publication of the dissertation depends on the publication status of the submitted articles: 

1. All articles have already been published: in this case, the source reference (APA-style) of the published 

article is sufficient; the respective article is already available to the public. 

2. At least one article has been submitted but not yet published: The final publication must include all 

submitted articles in the form in which they were available when the dissertation was submitted (any 

later changes to the content of the article(s) during review and resubmission process(es) of the articles 

do not change the version of the dissertation that was officially submitted). 

3. At least one article has been accepted by a peer-reviewed journal but has not yet been published; the 

remaining articles have been submitted: See point 2 for additional information. In addition: Alternatively, 

the synopsis can be published with a preliminary indication of the medium of publication for the nearly 

published, submitted and accepted articles. Please note that, in addition to this, all manuscripts have to 

be handed in as well. 

 

• It is crucial to prevent issues of copyright infringement. The PhD candidate’s individual responsibility for their 

own work, content as well as the publication process of the dissertation is of utmost importance. The peer-

review-journal must officially agree to publish the manuscript (or a later version of the articles) that has already 

been published by the university library (at least in the version submitted at the time of submission of the disser-

tation). Alternatively, the journal must agree that the doctoral candidate will electronically publish articles via the  

 

• library. However, if the dissertation has not been published prior to the start of the official Promotionsverfahren, 

the work will first have to be published by the university library and thereafter by the publishing company.  

1. When publishing the dissertation via the university publication server, the library must be assured in 

writing that the copyright regulations been agreed upon with the publisher and that there is no conflict 

(in case of legal consequences, the publisher will contact the doctoral candidate directly). 

2. There are two options to agree upon the needed copyright: (a) the permission to publish is included in 

the general terms and conditions of the publishing contract, (b) individual, written permission from the 

publisher is given. 

3. The “good news” is that many major publishers allow these kinds of additional publications (submitted 

articles with incomplete peer review process(es)) e.g. via university publication server/library. However, 

this does not necessarily apply to every publisher. In addition, the terms and conditions of the journal or 

publisher can change. Therefore, individual responsibility cannot be stressed enough: It is essential to 

independently ensure what applies to your own dissertation and its publishing process(es). 

 

• Alternative publishing process: Provision of synopsis and articles to the university library after it has been ac-

cepted for publication or already published. Following the completed publication of the work, the doctorate certif-

icate be awarded. In this case, there should be no major discrepancies between the reviewed and the published 

version of the dissertation. Minor changes may be made after consultation with the individual supervisor and 

confirmation by the Promotionsausschuss before the finale publication (Promotionsordnung § 20, section 1). 

 
This information sheet was developed by the Promotionsausschuss of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities in cooperation with 
members of the teaching staff, the legal office and the university library. 

 


